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© ABSTRACT

Russian-Turkish relations from the time of the Empires to the last decade can best be
interpreted as a sinusoidal relationship swinging from cooperation to conflict. How-
ever, since Putin and Erdogan came to power, despite some challenges, the economic
ties between the two countries have grown tremendously. Some believe that this eco-
nomic cooperation could provide the basis for achieving a strategic partnership at the
political level. Based on this assumption, the primary question of this paper to evalu-
ate the realistic assertion that “the economy does not extend to politics* is whether the
improvement of the political-security relations between Turkey and Russia is affected
by the economic cooperation between the two countries. The findings of the research
using the descriptive-analytical method show that, in accordance with realism, eco-
nomic relations have been an essential factor in closing two countries to each other,
but these relations will never pave the way for improving the political ties. The reason
has been the domination of strategic and political context over the economy. Despite
this privilege, realism is analytically weak because of ignoring some non-political
facilitating reasons for improving Turkish-Russian bilateral relations.
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