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ABSTRACT

Higher education system of Iran has faced many challenges in the field of governance, inter-
action with various educational institutions, and meeting the expectations of beneficiaries
: (students, teachers, government, society). Considering the role of this system in developing
Accepted: 19 May 2020 : the country’s most important capital (human capital), the governance system of higher edu-
Available Online: 01 May 2021 cation in Iran needs a systemic change. If the country’s higher education wants to keep up with

: the rapid and huge changes in the world, it should make considerable goal-oriented changes
in its governance system. The current study aims to design a governance model for the higher
education system of Iran and provide solutions in this regard. This is a qualitative study con-
ducted based on Strauss and Corbin’s grounded theory. Semi-structured interviews were used
for collecting information. Participants were selected using snowball and purposive sampling
methods. Previous studies in Iran in the field of governance in higher education have not been
able to cover all features of a desirable governance and interactions between all beneficia-
ries of higher education; therefore, this study is an attempt to overcome this weakness. The
data obtained from the interviews were first underwent open, axial, and selective coding.
Then, based on causal, contextual, intervening factors, the strategies and consequences of
a desirable governance as well as the final model were presented. To validate the model, we
used ten indicators of credibility criteria in the grounded theory. The findings showed that,
for having an ideal governance in higher education system following strategies are needed:
Decentralization, re-engineering of structures and processes, participation of beneficiaries,
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Key words: . . : and delegation of authority to universities. The consequences are: Educating competent peo-
Iran, Food security, Agri-  :  ple, integration between multiple decision-making institutions, realization of the main goals
cultural mechanization,  :  of the higher education system, and achieving good governance in higher education (due to
atrategic planning : educational and guiding role of the higher education system) and in society. -
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14. Participation

15. Consensus Oriented

16. Accountability

17. Transparency

18. Responsiveness

19. Effectiveness and Efficiency

20. Equity
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33. Evidence of memos
34. Triangulation
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27. Contextualization of concepts
28. Logic

29. Depth

30. Variation

31. Creativity
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35. Triangulation in Data

36. Memo

37. Triangulation in Investigator
38. Triangulation in Theory
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