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ABSTRACT

Correct analysis of the policy-making process requires a comprehensive knowledge and
understanding of policy-making instruments. The main question of the present study is
: what are the scope and dimensions of policy instrument as a new field of study?. In the
Accepted: 12 Feb 2022 i present study, due to the importance of this issue, using the method of systematic liter-
Available Online: 01 May 2022 ature review, we presenting big picture of the instrumental studies scope in public policy

: studies. Using the systematic literature review method, 388 foreign scientific documents
were first identified and 38 scientific texts were selected for analysis by screening sci-
entific documents in several stages. In the analysis phase, using the Thematic Synthesis
method, 108 concepts were identified and classified into 27 categories. Finally, under the
six major axes of conceptualization of policy instruments, position of instruments in pub-
lic policy studies, taxonomy of policy instruments, characteristics of policy instruments,
factors affecting Policy instruments and new areas and future of policy instruments
study. The future direction of studies in this field is to pay attention to understanding
the complex nature of human behavior through behavioral sciences and social marketing
and focus on laboratory and experimental studies and smartening and digitizing tools to
optimize policy instrument. Improving the one-tool approach in decision-making institu-
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design, Policy instru- © tions, designing an instrumental appendix for policies, laws and programs, building tools
ment, Governance tools, : to promote public participation and the third part and smartening tools according to the
Government tools, Policy requirements of the national policy system, including policy recommendations based on
instrument taxonomy : policy tool studies to improve national governance and policy-making.
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1. Policy goal
2. Policy instrument
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3. Policy instrument/ tool

4. Tool of government/ government tool
5. Tool of governance / governance tool
6. Policy mean
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11. Public issues

12. Classic command-and-control regulation
13. Public enterprises

14. Policy context

15. Instrument mixes
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7. Public policy failure

8. First-generation

9. Individual instruments
10. Substantive instruments
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16. Thematic Synthesis
17. Review Scope
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18. Policy instrument/tool
19. Government tool

20. Policy package

21. Policy portfolio

21. Governance tool
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