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ABSTRACT

Innovation policy studies are a wide mix of viewpoints with different intellectual bases
regarding why and how to guide innovation in the direction of society’s interests. This ar-
ticle aims to identify and describe the dominant theoretical currents during the historical
: evolution of these studies and to explain the differences in the responses of these cur-
Available Online: 01 Aug 2022 :  rents to the key questions of innovation policy. For this purpose, a collection of well-cited
: research documents on science, technology, and innovation policy issues from the 1950s

to the 2020s has been collected and studied with the thematic analysis method. As a re-

sult, this research was introduced by extracting key themes from research documents in

a total of six generations of perspectives in innovation policy, each of which emerged and

expanded in a different historical period, from the first generation (the 1940s) to The sixth

generation (current decade) includes: generations of linear innovation policy, traditional

mission-oriented, normative, systematic, transformational, and new mission-oriented.

The theoretical evolution of innovation policy generations shows that in line with the
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Keywords: broadening of the meaning of innovation and the identification of more causes for its fail-
Innovation Policy, ure, more reasons and justifications have been introduced for the role of the government
Linear Innovation Policy, in compensating for the loss of innovation. This study shows that based on the insights
Mission-oriented Policy, : of recent generations of studies, the innovation policy agenda should be formulated with
Innovation System, Sus- ~ : the participation of different social groups in various industrial and social fields and con-
tainable Transition : sidering social and environmental costs.
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multi-level perspective and a case-study. Research policy, 31(8-9), 1257-1274.
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