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ABSTRACT

The level of attention to the problems and challenges of oil revenues in Iran and, consequent-

. : ly, the governmentalization of the country’s economy requires a revision of the structure and
Received: 19 Nov 2019 : institutions in the country’s economy. Iran has a land border with seven countries, especially
Accepted: 29 Apr 2020 : Iracqu, ar;]d water boriers witha ndumber of countries in antrl]'al Asia, Caufcasian, and t(r;e Persiﬁn
. . : Gulf. The Iragi market is a good opportunity to expand the export of Iranian products. The
Available Online: 21 Sep 2020 main purpose of this study is to identify strategic factors and emerging themes and challenges
in foreign trade between Iran and Irag. The used research method was the analysis of theme
and statistical data of the Iranian International Trade Center. A semi-structured interview and
purposive snowball sampling was conducted on 12 experts in the field of foreign trade and
scholars with enough information about foreign trade in Irag. We identified 10 important
challenges after data saturation, including economic diplomacy, quality, added value, foreign
direct investment, government support for infrastructure development and modernization,
inefficiency of export management companies, lack of export diversification and economic
complexity, and restructuring of the economy is based on the policies of the resistance econ-
omy. The results showed that the most important economic strategies and prerequisites for
Iran’s foreign trade were structural change and the use of indicators of economic complexity
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trade, Thematic analysis, for producing products based on science and technology and domestic capacity.
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