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ABSTRACT

Research funding through various structures and mechanisms directly impacts the perfor-
mance of funding systems and scientific outputs. This study was conducted between April
2024 and March 2025. Different approaches to research funding exert distinct effects on the re-
: search and development process, potentially strengthening or weakening specific components
Accepted: 24 Nov 2025 : of the research system. Awareness of these approaches enables policymakers to allocate finan-
Available Online: 19 Mar 2026~ : cial resources optimally based on the country's priority needs and to enhance research produc-
: tivity. The experience of the past three decades (study period: 1990—2023) in different coun-

tries shows that policymakers can draw on these experiences to design more optimal research

funding structures. In this study, research funding structures in Austria, Sweden, France, the

United States, and Switzerland were analyzed and compared using a literature review method.

The findings indicate that while similarities exist, the structures and methods of research fund-

ing are highly diverse. Broadly speaking, research funding structures can be categorized into

Received: 10 Jan 2025

Keywords: : five types: institutional funding, project-based funding, disciplinary group funding, individual
Funding system, Research : funding, and infrastructure funding. Research funding, beyond resource allocation, serves as a
funding, Funding : policy tool to steer scientific priorities and elevate the research standing of nations. A balanced
instruments, Funding selection of approaches and mechanisms can enhance scientific productivity and international
structures : competitiveness. Thus, designing multilayered funding systems that complementarily integrate
diverse approaches is essential for achieving an efficient and sustainable research system.
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7. Mission-oriented
8. Investigator-driven
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4. Funding instruments
5. Funding methods
6. Funding mechanisms
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(Forschungsgemeinschaft)
11. Funding agencies
12. Umbrella Public Research Organization (UPRO)
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9. [Research] Funding Organizations ([R]FOs)
10. German Research Foundation
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(INRA)
18. Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft (Fraunhofer Society)
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13. Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS)

14. Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas
(CSIC)

15. IPM Institute For Research In Fundamental
Sciences

16. Commissariat a [énergie atomique et aux énergies
alternatives (CEA)

17. Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique
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19. Agencification
20. Policy design
21. Policy execution
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23. Performance-based block funding
24. Performance agreements/Strategic programs
25. Ex-post
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22. Line-item block funding
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