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ABSTRACT

This study, utilizing the OECD Water Governance Indicator Framework, evaluates the
state of water governance in Semnan Province across three axes: policy frameworks, in-
stitutions, and governance and water policy instruments. These axes are examined with-
: in three dimensions: effectiveness, efficiency, and transparency and collaboration. The
Available Online: 20 Jun 2025 research investigates local water policymaking in Iran and analyzes water governance
: at the local level (Semnan Province). Data collection was carried out through interviews
and questionnaires, with participants encompassing a comprehensive range of key water
stakeholders and actors in Semnan. They assessed the state of water governance in Sem-
nan Province based on the 12 principles outlined in the OECD framework. The findings
reveal that, in the effectiveness dimension, the highest score pertains to the principle of
capacity, while the lowest score is associated with the principle of policy coherence. In
the efficiency dimension, the highest score is attributed to financing, whereas the lowest
score relates to innovative governance. Finally, in the trust and engagement dimension,
the highest and lowest scores are assigned to the principles of integrity and transparency
and stakeholder trade-offs, respectively. Based on the traffic light logic (red, yellow, and
green status) employed in this study, it can be concluded that the state of water policy-
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pany making and governance in most principles and indicators is in the yellow status. The results
indicate that the governance principles and indicators examined in the province either do
not exist, are not properly implemented, or are still under development.
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25. Clear roles and responsibilities

26. Appropriate scales within basin systems
27. Policy coherence

28. Capacity
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29. Data and Information

30. Financing

31. Regulatory Framework
32. Innovative Governance
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