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ABSTRACT

Wiater issues have become one of the most critical mega-challenges—social, political, economic, and
security-related—in the global system, particularly in the West Asia region and Iran. Despite the signifi-
cance of addressing these challenges, water policy making has rarely received serious attention within
the academic and policymaking institutions. A technocratic and hydrocratic approach to water policy,
coupled with a lack of deep understanding of the foundational principles and functional mechanisms
of public policy science in water governance, has resulted in persistent and even worsening water cri-
ses. This outcome persists despite the adoption of numerous visions, policies, and plans at substantial
costs. Prioritizing water policy as a specialized discipline and fostering transdisciplinary insights into this
domain represent essential and pivotal requirements for the scientific and policymaking systems.
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