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ABSTRACT

The pattern of strategic confrontation and tactical engagement of the United States to-
wards the Islamic Republic of Iran is usually evaluated in the framework of the macro
theories of international relations or from the perspective of foreign policy analysis with
: emphasis on the domestic and international order. However, the examination of the pro-
Available Online: 22 Nov 2022 :  cess of formation of the approach of the Obama and Trump governments towards lran,
: and specifically the nuclear case, shows that regardless of the roots and causes of the

American confrontational strategy, the type of decision-making and the pattern of Iran’s

behavior towards Washington It has played an important role in decrease or Increase

level of the conflict. Understanding this issue through the lens of cognitive theory and an-

alyzing the place of perception of American politicians in their strategic decision-making

can play an effective role in adopting a reciprocal and proportionate approach from Iran.

Therefore, the main question is how the American perception of Iran’s behavior pattern

in foreign policy has affected the formation of Washington’s strategy towards Tehran?

The findings of this research show that the pattern of engagement and confrontation

between America and Iran is frequently counterproductive. In other words, according to
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