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ABSTRACT

Energy imbalance is a major challenge in the energy sector, significantly influencing Iran's
economic development. Traditionally, solutions to address energy imbalances are devel-
oped based on technological advancements, especially regarding increasing supply or
: enhancing consumption efficiency. Technological solutions are not the definite answer
Available Online: 20Dec 2024 to this challenge and may only postpone reaching critical situations. This research aims to
: identify the factors influencing social participation in formulating renewable energy and
its development policies (focused on Iran as the case study). This qualitative research was
developed based on phenomenology and tried to focus on social acceptance as a less
noticed category. We examined international experiences as benchmarks to determine
important factors and uncover their role in addressing the challenges of energy imbal-
ance. Then, policies are proposed to support and attract social participation to reduce the
gap between energy supply and demand, especially in the household electricity sector.
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