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ABSTRACT

This article adopts a political economy of governance approach to analyze the institutional, ex-
ecutive, and transnational mechanisms shaping Iran’s non-oil exports within the framework of
the Seventh Development Plan. The central problem addressed in this study is the gap between

Received: 13 Sep 2025 : the export targets set out in the Seventh Plan and the existing governance capacity required

: for their realization. In contrast to a substantial body of domestic literature that primarily fo-
Accepted: 30 Apr 2026 © cuses on econometric variables or supportive policy instruments, this research conceptualizes
Available Online: 20 Jun 2026 exports within a multi-layered governance contiguration, explicitly linking them to the structure

of power and the state’s institutional capacity.

The study develops an integrated four-layer conceptual model grounded in the theories of Po-
litical Settlements and Transnational Governance. Within this framework, the political econo-
my of export governance is analyzed across four analytical levels: (1) the nexus between policy
and power, (2) the institutional and executive capacity of the state, (3) transnational networks
and diasporas, and (4) multi-level governance arrangements. Methodologically, the research
employs a qualitative-analytical design, drawing upon qualitative content analysis of key policy
documents, institutional-performance analysis of major export-related bodies over the past
decade, and semi-structured interviews with experts and practitioners. The findings indicate

Keywords: : that at the macro-policy level, the misalignment between export objectives and the prevailing
Political Economy of : configuration of power and resource allocation logic has generated a persistent gap between
Exports; Multi-Level ¢ formal targets and actual implementation. At the executive level, institutional fragmentation,

. : weak inter-agency coordination, and the absence of an effective performance evaluation
Governance; Seventh : system have constrained the realization of policy goals. At the transnational level, capacities
Development Plan; Trans- : such as diaspora networks, joint chambers of commerce, and regional trade agreements have

remained underutilized due to the lack of coherent institutionalization and structured integra-
tion with national governance frameworks. Overall, the four-layer analysis demonstrates that
achieving the export objectives of the Seventh Development Plan requires the simultaneous
reconfiguration of strategic logic, institutional architecture, and transnational linkages within a
coherent governance model.
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7. Purposive Sampling
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10. Institutional Case Analysis

9. Thematic Analysis

g i ol 39 3655 sl 5 e e oS> s Sl o S sl 5L e

141




OA oylous V5 5,93 NF+0 sl

fo

9 \\6%5“’ gs""""‘“ Jeds (S R o
sbewl 51 aledbl el (60,5 5= (goled gy p
TaS 59w (ur 9dS A el Sladlas
5 ahe olpl Sas Sl 90 (69,90 lalllas 55 4

.WCA....J‘ o CbM‘ WQLA.C

AR5 BB Jolod

s 1 sy slassil s e
Ol szt sl e8> 00> p0 sl e
o] el slools ol o Lol 5.5 o)
O Jolds (o) 3590 Sl Sl Sl )
Aol loslw AFYNFe V) Cb 0y wian adly
oli5 )| g (caio iy (e oty a4z
5 OF ¥ s ) 525 i slo e
Wyl g e i O)lje) Dl jole 5l coles
Sladllae g (ol o o)T wwn (VF-F
ool (52905 a5 (cagihe g0ty ey
Gl Sl Wsny s 2 bl S 03
5ol Sdyb (bl )08 slacddlsl s Sl sle
OB (o) 29 (el 9 (Slasigey el w2 ol ]

e 1315 Ly slaolys

11. Comparative Case Analysis
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