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ABSTRACT

With a history spanning more than three decades, ecosystem theory has emerged as an
important perspective for examining the interconnected relationships among firms, mar-
kets, and other actors, particularly in the context of economic activities and innovation. De-
spite the substantial growth of research and the increasing number of studies in this field,

Recetved: 15 Dec 2025 a comprehensive understanding of its theoretical foundations, major research streams, es-

Accepted: 11 Apr 2026 : tablished evolutionary trajectories, and emerging areas remains limited. Consequently, the
. . : boundaries between different theoretical streams and the relationships and continuities
Available Online: 20 Jun2026: among them have not yet been clearly established, resulting in a fragmented understanding

of how the ecosystem literature has evolved over time. Against this background, the pres-
ent study aims to identify and map the evolutionary trajectories of ecosystem literature by
systematically examining scientific publications in this field over a period of 31 years. To this
end, a combination of bibliometric analysis and systematic literature review was employed.
A dataset comprising 5,119 articles was retrieved from the relevant database and subse-
quently subjected to data screening and preprocessing. The refined dataset was then an-
alyzed using main path analysis to identify the principal knowledge flows and evolutionary
trajectories within the ecosystem literature. The results were further analyzed and visualized

Keywords: using relevant analytical and visualization software to provide a structured representation
Ecosystem, Evolution ¢ of the development of major research streams. The findings indicate that innovation eco-

ths. Bibli h : systems, platforms, service ecosystems, ecosystem-internal mechanisms, digitalization, and
paths, bibliography, { ecosystem theory constitute the major evolutionary trajectories that have emerged within
Co-citation analysis : this body of literature. Among these trajectories, the platform-related stream represents the

most pervasive trajectory and has played a central role in shaping the dominant stream of
ecosystem theory. Overall, the findings provide a structured view of the evolution of eco-
system literature and contribute to a clearer understanding of its major theoretical streams
and emerging research directions. The study can therefore assist researchers in identifying
the intellectual structure and evolutionary pathways of ecosystem research and in locating
emerging areas for future theoretical development.
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