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ABSTRACT

Research in the innovation studies literature suggests that the technological catch-up of latecom-
er firms across industries is influenced by government policy, sectoral dynamics (technological

Received: 24 Dec 2025 amd market regime), and firm-level startegies.Understanding these factors can provide guid-

: : ance for governments and firms in facilitating and achieving technological catch-up. Although
Accepted: 04 May 2026 : Iran’s medical equipment industry has made considerable technological progress over the past
Available Online: 20 Jun 2026 .  decade, existing studies indicate that the process of technological catch-up in this industry has

not yet been systematically examined. Accordingly, this study aims to develop a framework for

the technological catch-up of latecomer firms in Iran’s medical equipment industry. To this end,

it employs a multiple-case study design and the sectoral innovation system framework to exam-

ine government policies at the national and sectoral levels, the technological and market regimes

governing the industry, and the strategies adopted by the firms under study, including catch-up,

technology, and research and development strategies. The findings show that the firms under

: study formulate their strategies in alignment with the prevailing technological and market regimes

Keywords: ¢ and pursue technological catch-up not through radical innovations, but through incremental in-
: novations in products and production processes. In doing so, they rely on their internal research

Technological Catch-up, and development capabilities and follow the trajectories of market leaders. The findings further

Medical Equipment © indicate that technological catch-up in these firms is not solely the outcome of internal capabilities
Industry, Government : and firm-level strategies. Rather, government support policies—particularly policies aimed at sup-
Policies, Firm Strategy, : porting knowledge-based firms—play a significant role in shaping and accelerating this process in
Technological and Mar-  conjunction with the prevailing technological and market regimes.
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